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SCENES FROM CHRISTMAS AT CRANSTON!

The Giving Tree was a great success—several of
& the tags were transformed into gifts for children
in our neighborhood!

Santa and Mrs. Claus (and the elf!) came to

) worship and stayed for Coffee Hour!

Our December 7 Christmas program featured
the magnificent Cincinnatus String Quartet from the University of Cincinnati
|College Conservatory of Music and the award-winning “"Fermata Nowhere”
la cappella choir from New Richmond High School. Separately then together they
filled the church with lovely melodies, leaving our hearts aglow with holiday cheer.
Special thanks to Renaissance New Richmond for making this event possible!

(thanks to Greg Roberts, Bob Lees, and Sidnie Reed for these pictures!)
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The CHIMES interview features the Rev. Becky
Bosarge. We are glad to welcome Becky to our pul-
pit and thank her for her responses to our questions:

Who is most responsible for your being active in
the church at this time? My family belonged to a
small, rural Methodist church. The people of this con-
gregation were so much a part of our lives and we of
theirs. I can tell you about the homemade egg noo-
dles Suzi made for the church potlucks; how I learned
to sing alto from Marilyn; about the young woman
with Down Syndrome who wore the finish off a pew in
the spot where she kept the rhythm of the hymns
with her hand; about Richard who enthusiastically led
a weekly hymn sing between Sunday school and wor-
ship. It wasn't a perfect place, of course, but God was real there in our singing, praying, laughing, and
caring.

How have you grown in your faith?: 1 could tell you about the time in my early 20s when something
so awful happened to someone I loved that it caused me to begin a 4-yr journey of letting go of some of
the images of God I had been taught and learning to embrace some new ones. I could tell you about
how, in the process of grieving the loss of my mother, I found my way to the mystics and contempla-
tives of our faith. But I will tell you about a moment in a seminar at Bellarmine University. I was with my
cohort in the Master of Arts in Spirituality program, we were reading and discussing Gilead by Marilynne
Robinson. This book describes so profoundly the beauty in our human lives, the sacred nature of our ex-
istence. At some point as we were discussing this idea and its implications for ministry and living, one of

way, including through all of you at

the professors gently and warmly looked at me and said, “Becky, that is your vocation.” This moment
still resonates as a moment of clarity and guidance for my experience of God, my ministry, and how I
see myself as a friend of God and God’s world.

What is God doing in your life?: These days, God is refreshing my spirit with time to enjoy grandkids,
the woods in my backyard, and Lake Michigan; energizing me with time to be creative; surprising me
continually with opportunities to be in spiritual community with others, to do the work I'm called to do;
and God is growing my sense of peace with all of that. I haven’t taken the most direct or maybe typical
route to ministry (or life!) and that is a blessing and a challenge sometimes, but God is showing me the

Cranston!

A tithe from our offerings goes
to Missions, including our sup-
port of the House of Peace.

The YWCA, Greater Cincinnati House
of Peace (located in Batavia) is the
only intimate partner violence shel-
ter in Clermont county and also
serves Adams and Brown counties.
The house can accommodate ap-
proximately 16 people. Their 24
hour crisis hotline offers assistance,

Come to church on Sunday
morning at 10:45 am every
week and get involved with
our ministry!

v" Youth Programs
v Serve as Liturgist
v Help us expand outreach!

Come to Coffee Hour after
church and share in our Fel-
lowship time each week!

Speak to Pastor David about
getting our emails!

advocacy and other supportive ser-
vices for all victims/survivors, and

their families, of domestic violence
and sexual assault. More:

https: wcacincinnati.org/our-work
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Why the CHIMES?

The Constitution of the Presbyteri-
an Church (U.S.A.) suggests that
the Church is faithful to the mission
of Christ as it "Proclaims and
hears the Word of God, . . . Ad-
ministers and receives the Sac-
raments, . .. and Nurtures a
covenant community of disci-
ples of Christ.”

It’s that third one which the
CHIMES especially seeks to serve.
Good communication is important
to nurture. Learning more about
one another, making clear the invi-
tations to get involved, and cele-
brating what God is doing in our
congregation is the reason for this
humble newsletter.

Michael Findlan’s sudden passing
nearly two years ago led to Chris
Torrey volunteering to be the Inter-
im Editor. If anyone is willing to

_—=axX. join in the task of publishing the

CHIMES, please let Chris know.



